0.00. SARCEE. 1 

The Sarcee Reserve, a 280 square kilometre area of prairie that adjoins the 
southwest city limits of Calgary, Alberta, has been the home of the Sarcee 
Indians, now estimated at about 700, since the signing of Treaty No. 7 in 
1877. The Sarcee call themselves Tsuut'fnii, which has been translated as 
'many people* (Sarcee Culture Program 1979), 'nation tribe* (Curtis 1928), 
or simply as 'Sarcee' (Sapir, field notes). Aside from the different literal 
meanings of the word, Tstiitt'fnd refers to the Sarcee Indians as a separate 
ethnic unit. If this word derives historically from tsd-hti-t'fnli, 'beaver-there- 
people,' as suggested by Petitot (see Curtis 1928:162), it lends support to the 
hypothesis that Sarcee split off from Beaver. 

The English word "Sarcee" is believed to have originated from a Black- 
foot word saxsii, according to slightly different accounts of the etymology 
(Sarcee Culture Program 1979, Curtis 1928, Honigmann 1956). The ani- 
mate plural suffix -(w)ak is added to the Cree adaptation of the word as 
shown by such transcriptions as saxsiiwak (Honigmann), stisiwdk (Curtis), 
and sassewuck (Jenness 1938). The original literal meaning of the word in 
Blackfoot is indicated by such translations as "Woody Country Indian" 
(Jenness), "Bold People" (Sarcee Culture Program), and "real (or "true" 
i.e., bush) Indian" (Honigmann), although such connotation is no longer 
apparent in the contemporary Blackfoot. 
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